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To: Senator Scott Sales Ry
From: Jason Mohr, research analyst, LSD
Date: Feb. 13

Senator Sales,

Please find attached the information from the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks you
requested related to:

 Citations for not wearing hunter orange (Montana)
e Hunter accident rates, information (Montana, Idaho)

Please let me know if you have any questions or need any more information.

Sincerely,

Jason Mohr

Research Analyst

Legislative Environmental Policy Office
Room 171, State Capitol

444-1640

jasonmohr@mt.gov



Summary of Montana Hunting Fatalities and Accidents

August 2010

Data in this summary was originally compiled for a report presented to Montana
Hunter Education Instructors at regional training workshops in winter/spring 2010

Why study accidents and fatalities?
e Learn from mistakes
e Improve safety
e Help build a mindset of safety into new and existing hunters

Basic premise: Huntingin Montana already is a “safe” activity. Of more than 225,000 hunters afield
annually, Montana averages less than four fatalities per year from all hunting related causes.
However, even one accident or fatality is one too many.

Hunting fatality numbers over time in Montana: As the population of Montana has increased, so
has the number of hunters. Hunting fatality numbers peaked in Montana in the 1950’s and 60’s,
averaging close to 20 fatalities per year, and have shown a steady decline since that time, even though
the number of hunters along with the population of the state has increased.

What are some possible reasons for the decline of fatalities over the past 50 years?
® Hunter Education begun in 1957
e Hunter Orange requirements

* Implementation of other safety-related laws and regulations such as shooting hour restrictions

Since 1960, the five most common causes of hunting fatalities are:
e Health related reasons — 61 fatalities (including 56 heart attacks)
® Due to hunter’s own negligence — 44 fatalities
® Due to hunting companion’s negligence - 37 fatalities
e Due to hunters going missing — 34 fatalities
e Directly related to vehicles — 34 fatalities (most during vehicle crashes while hunting)

On the reverse of this sheet can be found graphs further detailing the most common causes of
fatalities due to either the hunter’s or their companion’s negligence. Note that approximately one in
every three of these fatalities occurred when placing a firearm into or removing a firearm from a
vehicle. This suggests an area for Hunter Education Instructors to focus additional time and effort with
their students in the future.

Finally, see the attached lesson plan dealing with firearms and vehicles.
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